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Union leaders who have got-
ten wind (no pun intended) of
B the gas situation say they

y would fight any. shift of em-
Mike p.loyees to the site, until the
air is cleared. :

A spokesman for the U.S.

Postal Service had this com-
ment about the Secaucus fa-
- ~ |eility: -
Construction of a half-fin- b “The U.S. 1;05t31 Ser\;ice hai
-—-a——'—"__""‘_‘ een aware for some time o
inc the potential for methane gas
°i_11ﬂa_cf°ﬂ’{_1_a‘1_£¥_§?uiff° accumulations at the site. The
sey swamplands has bogged|Corps of Engineers which is
down, because government en- responsible for completion of
gineers have just discovered it tg;inpg“’sj;?s l’;as e})'?:’?x a::danis
o elimi y
straddles a pool of deadly, eX-, cipitity of an accumulation
plosive, methane gas. of gas under the building.
‘Red-faced postal officials| “This has been accomplished
are busy explaining the situa-| by installing a system of ven-
W' Hon to House investigators,|tilating pipes which effective-
and sleuths from the Generally Prevents significant build-
Accounting Office. Probers|ing up of gas under the build-
bheve talked with the builder,|ing slab. It should be noted
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- that methane gas accumula-
peers, The Engineers point the tions are typical in the mead-
finger —-fm'g—-"f‘gr“ﬁ".o Ame a =17 6. |owlands of northern New Jer-
=T-Service, which picked|Se¥.”
THe jocation. i Regarding the use of a for-
T Capltol Hi]l sources say mer postal Official as real es-
“wag spetit for a “gr ta?g consultant, the Service
said:

e 1 _sas handled “Mr. Ormond A. Kieb was
bﬂal_m-dﬂalﬂm. fficial act-| formerly an assistant post-

Wam_" The |master general in the Bureau
project is supposed to handle of Ifacilities and is a well-rec-
packages and newspapers pgmzed real estate consultant
|bound for greater New York 1N New Jersey who was re-
| City and Europe. The 100-acre tained as a consultant to par-
site is located in Secaucus, ticipate in our site selection.”
N.J,, about six miles from New Foreign Service Promotions:
York City. State Department officials say
GAO began its study of the they’ve injected more youth in
Secaucts Situation at the re-|this year’s selection boards,
guest of Rep. H. R. Gross (R:| which are meeting to deter-
Towa). Its 50-page confidential mine who gets promoted.
report went to Congress earli- Class three, four and five
er this month. Conclusions of selection boards now in ses-
the report are that the Postal | sion are said to be made up
Service not follow Yage-| mostly of people in the same
¢ ¥ei; uigellnes Th selecting | grade ranges (that is within
% Tiimasand Ihat it|two grades) as those whose
g_i_c_ked the site on the basis of icmaliﬁcaticms they. are study-
" ng. ,
Government engineers have| John H. Conlin, formerly a
‘|told Congress that the only | top legal man at Federal Com-
way to rid the facility of the munications Commission, has
gas Is to construct an elabo- joined the Postal Rate Com-
rafe system of tunnels under- mission. He’ll be assistant gen-
neath it, allowing the gas to eral counsel for its regulation
escape. Methane, or marsh division. :
| gas, 1s highly explosive and| Federa 11y Employed
‘eould be set off by a match or Women, the equal sex group,
spark from a welder's torch. = |meets for a buffet dinner ses-
~ Investigators who have been|sion Nov. 17 at the Foreign
on the scene say the gas was Service Club. Call 548-8547 for
first spotted by workmen who|reservations.
noticed bubbles coming up John Finlator, deputy direc-
from pools under, and around, tor of the Bureau of Narcotics
the building which is partially| and Dangerous Drugs will re-
| built on pilings. - tire Jan. 1. The Justice official
1" Rep. Robert N.C. Nix’s (D-|has 36 years of federal service.
Pa) Postal Operations unit has| Computer Programmer: Li-
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Construction of a half-fin-
ished $130 million mail-proc-
essing factory in the New Jer-
sey swamplands has bogged
down, because government en-
gineers have just discovered it
‘straddles a pool of deadly, ex-
plosive, methane gas.

are busy explaining the situa-
-| tion to House investigators,
gnd sleuths from the General
Accounting Office. Probers
have talked with the builder,
the U.S, Army Corps of Engi-
' [ neers, The Engineers point the

finger "o ame at the U.S,

ervice, which picked

' f_Capi tolH.iil sources say qnly

L.suryvev.. report, and that the
real.estate deal was handled
by_g retired postal official act-

mﬂTﬂﬂTa._mnsnlmm The
project is supposed to handle

packages and newspapers
tbound for greater New York
| City and Europe. The 100-acre
site is located in Secaucus,

York City. ,
GAO began its study of the
Secaucus situation at the re-
quest of Rep. H. R. Gross (R-
Iowa). Its 50-page confidential
report went to Congress earli-
er this month, Conclusions of
the report are that the Pgngl
' fallsz!'imf:a,.e-
uidelines Tn selecting
it

ate

-Government engineers have
told Congress that the only
|| Way to rid the facility of the
‘| gas. s to construct an elabo-
rate system of tunnels under-
neath it, allowing the gas to
escape. Methane, or marsh
.| gas, is highly explosive and
could be set off by a match or
‘|spark from a welder’s torch.
Investigators who have been
't on the scene say the gas was
first spotted by workmen who
noticed bubbles coming up
from pools under, and around,
{ the building which is partially
byilt on pilings.

ReD. Robert N.C. Nix's (D-
Pa.) Postal Operations unit has

ApproveEEgrRUiEa de2sbg1 /98 09

‘| postal construction projects,

Red-faced postal officials|

‘NJ., about six miles from New| .

Union leaders who have got-
ten wind (no pun intended) of
the gas situation say they
would fight any shift of em-

air is cleared.
A spokesman for the U.S.

Postal Service had this com-
ment about the Secaucus fa-
cility: -
“The U.S. Postal Service has
heen aware for some time of
the potential for methane gas
accumulations at the site. The
Corps of Engineers which is
responsible for ecompletion of
the project has been and is
taking steps to eliminate any
possibility of an accumulation
of gas under the building.
“This has been accomplished
by installing a system of ven-
tilating pipes which effective-
ly prevents significant build-

ing slab. It should be noted
that methane gas accumula-
tions are typical in the mead-
owlands of northern New Jer-
sey.”

Regarding the use of a for-
mer postal official as real es-
tate consultant, the Service
said:

“Mr. Ormond A, Kieb was
formerly an assistant post-
master general in the Bureau
of Facilities and is a_well-rec-
ognized real estate consultant
in New Jersey who. was re-
tained as a consultant to par-
ticipate in our site selection.”
Foreign Service Promotions:
State Department officials say
they’ve injected more youth in
this year’s selection boards,
which are meeting to deter-
mine who gets promoted.
Class three, four and five
selection boards now in ses-
sion are said to be made up
mostly of people in the same
grade ranges (that is within
two grades) as those whose
qualifications they. are study-
ing, . :
John H. Conlin, formerly a
top legal man at Federal Com-
munications Commission, has
joined the Postal Rate Com-
mission. He'll be assistant gen-
eral counsel for its regulation
division.

Federally Employed
Women, the equal sex group,
meets for a huffet dinner ses-
sion Nov. 17 at the Foreign
Service Club. Call 548-8547 for
reservations.

John Finlator, deputy direc-
tor of the Bureau of Narcotics
and Dangerous Drugs will re-
tire Jan. 1. The Justice official
has 36 years of federal service.
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